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to 25. The division on the amendment was memorable, as it
was carried mainly by the votes of officials, 13 of whom voted
with the mover of the amendment.
Among the most important measures passed during the year
1918 was the Usurious Loans Act, 1918 (X of 1918). The
question of the advisability of introducing legislation in India
to empower the Civil Courts to afford relief in cases of uncon-
scionable bargains between money-lenders and debtors had
engaged the attention of the Government of India as far back
as 1891, when the Commission appointed to enquire into the
Dekhan Agriculturists Relief Act, 1879, made certain recom-
mendations which after prolonged enquiries resulted in the
passing of the Indian Contract Act Amendment Act, 1899.
The matter was re-examined at some length in 1906 on the recom-
mendation of the Calcutta High Court. It was, however, decided
that the time was then not ripe for legislation, but when the
question again came under consideration in 1913 Sir William
Vincent strongly urged the necessity for the amendment of the
law to counteract the operations of the professional extortioner
against the needy debtor. These views receiving cordial support
it was decided to invite the opinions of the Local Governments
on the possible remedies to be applied.
The Bill, which was introduced in the Imperial Legislative
Council on September 5th 1917, and discussed on September
12th, was the outcome of these deliberations. It was based
upon the principle of giving the Courts authority to go
behind a contract, to re-open the transaction, and reduce the
interest to an equitable amount. It received an almost
unanimous weicome from the members of the Council. It was
thereafter formally circulated for opinion, and referred to a
Select Committee on February 20th 1918. The Report of
the Select Committee was taken into consideration and the
Bill was passed into law on March 22nd 1918, thus bringing
to a successful conclusion proposals which had engaged the
attention of the Government for very many years.
From a consideration of one aspect of the work of the
Central Government, we turn to the last topic selected for